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Using Social Media at the 2010 NAPC Conference

1. Blog. 
a. What is it? A blog is basically an online “Journal.” Ben and Chantel have been blogging about the conference since January, and will be blogging this weekend about their experiences.
b. Where is it? Check it out here: www.nationalassociationofplanningcouncils.blogspot.com. 
c. Get involved: Post your feedback, comments and your own conference experiences in the “comments” section at the end of any blog post.  

2. Twitter. 
a. What is it? Twitter is an online tool that lets you send and receive short messages, links and resources from people you know and others that are interested in the same things you are. It’s a great way to engage in conversation with like-minded people, follow live events, and connect to resources. NAPC has set up a twitter account and has been “tweeting” since January. 
b. Where is it? Check it out here www.twitter.com/n_a_p_c 
c. Get involved: Sign up for your twitter account at www.twitter.com and “talk” to NAPC by:
· Using their account name (@n_a_p_c) in your message. 
· Use our conference tag #napc10.
3. YouTube
a. What is it? A website where you can upload and store video. For the conference, YouTube will allow us to capture valuable workshops and other moments for our colleagues who are not able to attend in person. It will also allow others who might be interested in our work to find us online. 
b. Where is it? Check out the NAPC YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/NAPCForward 
c. Get involved: Get out your cell phone or your flip camera (or anything else that takes video!) and upload what you record at the NAPC conference to our channel directly from your phone or computer by sending them here: rmr7408z2tyd@m.youtube.com 

4. Facebook

a. What is it? Facebook is a comprehensive social networking site where you can connect with friends, have conversations, share links, photos, video and more. NAPC has a Facebook group and they have been posting resources for the conference and more.
b. Where is it? You can find the NAPC Forward Facebook group here: www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=72712851848 
c. Get involved: First, sign up for a Facebook account. Then type in the link about or just search “Groups” for “NAPC Forward” and click on “join.” Start the conversation by telling us your favorite part of the conference or a great resource you learned about!
5. Delicious
a. What is it? You’ll never again forget the web address of that great article you read! Delicious helps you organize and share your favorite sites by allowing you to label each one with as many “tags” as make sense to you. To make the most of this site, you can coordinate with friends, colleagues or others with similar interests. Decide upon one specific “tag” for a certain subject or a listing of resources for an event. For instance, we have decided upon the tag “napc10” for all our social media resources during this conference. 
b. Where is it? Go to www.delicious.com and search for “napc10” in the search bar. All the documents we are providing as resources will be stored there as soon as we get them all tagged. Both Ben and Valerie have Delicious accounts. Please feel free to find them and follow them to see what they are reading and tagging, even after the conference is over.
c. Get involved: First go to www.delicious.com and sign up for an account. Delicious will download two icons onto your website browser (a black, white & blue square and a one that looks like a sale tag). Any time you want to save a website, click on the “tag” icon and fill in the blanks, giving the website as many tags as you see fit. When you start tagging websites with napc10, we’ll start seeing them populate our resource page!
View conference speakers’ PowerPoints on the NAPC website:

www.communityplanning.org
From the home page, go to the conference page.
You’ll find the links to the presentations within the schedule.
2

[image: image1.png]