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The following materials are results and conclusions from the America Speaks Electronic town hall meetings held across the country on June 26, 2010. The purpose was to bring a widely representative group of people together to deliberate about the steps our nation can take over the coming decades to ensure that our fiscal house is in order. Liberals and conservatives, rich and poor, people of all races and ethnicities sat together in authentic conversation.  

 “3500 Americans worked in small groups with skilled facilitators to learn about the issues, weigh tradeoffs, and express their preferences.” *

Participants in the discussion evaluated 42 spending and tax options to reduce the deficit in 2025 by $1.2 trillion.


AMERICA SPEAKS
A NATIONAL DISCUSSION ON OUR FISCAL FUTURE


WHO:
· 3,500 Americans

	Household Income
	6/26
	Census

	<$25,000
	17%
	23%

	$25-50K
	21%
	25%

	$50-75K
	20%
	19%

	$75-100K
	16%
	12%

	>$100K
	26%
	21%



	Age
	6/26
	Census

	17-24
	10%
	18%

	25-34
	9%
	17%

	35-44
	9%
	18%

	45-54
	18%
	18%

	55-64
	29%
	14%

	>65
	25%
	16%



	Race/Ethnicity
	6/16
	Census

	African American
	16%
	12%

	Asian/Asian American
	3%
	4%

	Caucasian/White
	68%
	65%

	Latino/Hispanic
	5%
	15%

	Native American
	1%
	1%

	More than One
	5%
	1%

	Other
	3%
	1%



	Views on Economic/Fiscal Issues
	6/26
	Census

	Liberal
	25%
	NA

	Somewhat Liberal
	18%
	NA

	Moderate
	23%
	NA

	Somewhat Conservative
	13%
	NA

	Conservative
	20%
	NA





WHERE: 57 sites
19 via satellite
· Albuquerque, New Mexico
· Augusta, Maine
· Casper, Wyoming
· Chicago, Ill
· Columbia, South Carolina
· Dallas, TX
· Des Moines, Iowa
· Detroit, Michigan
· Grand Forks, North Dakota
· Jackson, Mississippi
· Louisville, Kentucky
· Missoula, Montana
· Overland Park, Kansas
· Philadelphia, PA
· Portland, OR
· Portsmouth, New Hampshire
· Redlands, CA
· Richmond, VA
· San Jose, CA



WHEN:   June 26, 2010


WHAT: 
· Discussion of the nation’s long term fiscal challenges and how to reduce the federal deficit.

· Participants worked in small groups with trained facilitators to learn about the issues, weigh trade-offs, and express their preferences.

· The face-to-face meetings at each of the sites took place simultaneously and were linked together by satellite and webcast to create a true National Town Meeting

· At 19 sites, participants used electronic voting keypads and groupware computers to identify their shared priorities. They were joined by participants at 38 smaller, volunteer-organized Community Conversations across the country.

· Participants evaluated 42 spending and tax options to reduce the deficit in 2025 by $1.2 trillion. 

FINDINGS:

In general, participants expressed reluctance to reduce spending on those programs that support our most vulnerable populations, but demonstrated a willingness to reduce spending in order to reach the deficit reduction target.

· Reduce Defense Spending by 15%.  85% of participants supported at least a 5% cut in defense spending; 51% supported a 15% cut

· Reduce Health Care Spending by at least 5%.  62% of participants expressed support for reductions in health care spending.

· Reduce All Other Spending by at least 5%.  68% of participants expressed support for reductions in other spending.

· Raise the Cap on Payroll Taxes.  60% of participants expressed support for raising the earnings cap on payroll taxes.

· Raise Income Taxes on those in Higher Tax Brackets.  54% supported an extra 5% tax on those earning more than $1 million a year and 52% supported raising income taxes for the top two tax brackets.

· Establish Carbon and Securities Taxes.  54% of participants expressed support for a carbon tax and 50% supported a securities transaction tax.

· Don’t Reduce Social Security Benefits or Establish a VAT Tax.  No reduction in Social Security benefits received majority support from participants, and only 24% supported the creation of a 5% Value Added Tax. 

“Something interesting happened at the tables across the country. No fights broke out. There were no disruptive arguments. People didn’t scream at each other. Rather, members of local Tea Parties sat together with activists from MoveOn and people from every walk of life, and had civil conversations.” *

Many conservatives agreed that it will be necessary to raise taxes, and many liberals agreed that it will be necessary to reduce spending. 

Messages to Leaders in Washington:
1. Abandon the failed politics of partisanship
2. You can’t demonize each other and expect us to trust you. 

Participants in the National Town meeting demonstrated: 
· The American public cares about the fiscal challenges facing the country
· Is able to grasp the difficult tradeoffs involved with resolving the challenges
· Can offer policy makers strong guidance about the kind of policies that they are willing to support

For more information, visit www.americaspeaks.org


*A Civil Conversation in a Polarized Political Climate: The Story of How 3500 Americans From All Walks of Life Found Common Ground to Reduce Our Federal Deficits, January 3, 2011, America Speaks.
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