Community Indicators Consortium

Purpose

To promote communication among and help integrate the efforts of various networks, organizations, and individuals involved in community indicators work in the U.S. and around the world.  The ultimate goal of the consortium is to enhance the effectiveness of these networks, organizations, and individuals in advancing the art, science, and impact of indicators for improving the health, quality of life, and sustainability of communities.

Background and rationale

· A proliferation of efforts has emerged and is expanding, which uses indicators as a primary tool for community improvement.

· A range of national networks, organizations and projects is now emerging—each focusing on a particular type of effort (e.g., sustainability, civic, health, etc.) or application (e.g., neighborhood empowerment, government performance measurement, “community learning,” etc.)—all with either a significant interest in developing and using indicators as a tool for community improvement.

· While each network has its unique focus, significant overlap exists across the networks.

· At present, only occasional and informal communication exists among these networks.  No explicit, formal, and on-going mechanism exists for cross-network communication, learning, and innovation.

What will the consortium do?

While specific objectives and activities will be determined by its partners; the consortium is positioned to serve the existing networks by:

· Enhancing communication among and between network members;

· Coordinating and convening information sharing and learning events and processes;

· Identifying emerging lessons and best practices;

· Identifying and pursuing regional and national-level collaborative opportunities involving multiple networks and organizations;

· Acting as a liaison between practitioners and academics to discuss and help shape key research and educational needs and strategies; and

· Identifying and developing consensus messages regarding policies, strategies, or other desirable changes at the national/state levels necessary to enhance the quality, effectiveness, and impact of community indicators work.

Consortium partners (as of April 2003)
· American Planning Association  (APA)

· Association for Community Health Improvement  (ACHI)

· Community Learning and Governance Network  (CLG)

· Community Statistical Systems Network  (CSS)

· International Society for Marketing and Development  (ISMD)

· International Society for Quality-of-Life Studies  (ISQOLS)

· International Sociological Association, Social Indicators Working Group

· International Sustainability Indicators Network  (ISIN)

· National Association of Planning Councils  (NAPC)

· National Civic League  (NCL)

· Urban Institute—National Neighborhood Indicators Partnership  (NNIP)

Initial activities (as of April 2003)
· Setting up a website designed to include:

· Directory of and links to indicator projects/activities/networks/etc.

· Database of indicators expertise

· Calendar of events and activities of partner organizations

· Listing of and links to articles/project reports/etc.

· Planning for a broadly based national/international conference
· Possible time/place is Spring 2004 in Reno, Nevada

· Opportunity for conference co-location and/or co-sponsorship for partners

